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Why was my child not quarantined if there was a case in his/her class? 
Our students are 6 feet apart and wear masks since our doors opened in September; 
therefore, quarantines are done out of an abundance of caution. A child is 
quarantined based on the close contact in the classroom; seating charts and teacher 
response to given questions, along with the Department of Health criteria 
determine who would be quarantined in a classroom. 
 
When will I be notified if my child is to quarantine? 
The school will notify families whose children would need to quarantine as soon as 
possible, once all information is gathered and a decision has been made. 
 
How is it decided who to quarantine or isolate? 
We follow the criteria from the Department of Health and Johns Hopkins Contact 
Tracing in consultation with Perrotta Consulting Company. 
 
Will I know if someone in my child’s class has tested positive even if my child 
does not have to quarantine? 
No, you will not be contacted unless your child is considered a close contact. 
 
If my child is quarantined, do siblings need to quarantine as well? 
No, the child being quarantined is a contact of a positive case, the siblings are not. 
However, if your child or anyone in your household develops symptoms or tests 
positive for COVID-19, then siblings stay home from school and we request you 
notify the school as soon as possible. 
 
CDC and/or my doctor said my child only needs to quarantine for 10 days, the 
school has quarantined my child for 14 days. Why? 
As per our consultant, “CDC is an advisory agency and the enforcement and 
regulatory power is left with New York State.  New York State mandated a 10 day 
isolation period after exposure to someone who tested positive and mandatory self 
monitoring through day 14 of a quarantine period.  As minors in elementary 
school, they are unable to self monitor and the DOH recommendation is that 
anyone residing with someone who tested positive for COVID as a minor 



continue to quarantine for 14 days because they are continuously exposed by 
remaining in the same household.  For exposures occurring outside of the 
home, only the 10 day period is being mandated by the school.  DOH has 
recommended in certain cases that a quarantine begin at the end of an 
isolation period for someone you reside with which would be 10 days of 
isolation + and additional 10 days of quarantine for anyone residing with a 
person.  Rather than extend the period for 20 days, you are following the 
recommended minimum from Suffolk Department of Health, 14 days for 
minors, residing with someone who has tested positive.  A doctor does not 
have the ability to overrule that timeline, only an official notice from the 
Suffolk Department of Health.” 
 
Will I receive a letter or call from the Department of Health regarding 
isolation or quarantine? 
From both families and staff sharing information, communication from the health 
department is not consistent.  Therefore, quarantine and isolation letters with dates 
are provided by the school, following the Department of Health criteria. 
 
What do I need for my child to return to school after quarantine or isolation? 
If you should receive a release letter from the Department of Health, please 
forward to your child’s teacher.  If not, please write an absence note to the teacher 
as you normally would. 
 
Must I have my sick child tested for COVID-19 to return to school? 
No, a doctor will make a decision if your child should be tested.  However, a 
doctor clearance is required to return to school. We are still in a pandemic and 
cannot allow children to return to school without documentation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



What are the symptoms of COVID-19? 
Fever (or temperature over 100 degrees), fatigue, muscle pain and aching, cough, 
congestion, runny nose, new loss of taste or smell, headache, sore throat, nausea, 
vomiting, diarrhea 
Individuals may or may not have one or some of the symptoms.  According to the 
New York State Department of Health, children may be less likely to present fever 
as an initial symptom and may only have gastrointestinal tract symptoms. 
 
What should I do if I find out my child/family has been in contact with a 
positive case outside of school? 
Please keep your child/ren home and contact the school as soon as possible. Your 
responses to questions asked will provide the quarantine and return to school dates. 
Your child/ren will be able to go on remote learning once you email the classroom 
teacher. 
 
Do I need to complete Pick Up Patrol if my child is remote or home due to 
quarantine or isolation? 
Yes! The school requests all parents complete the Pick Up Patrol screening daily. 
If your child is in person or a remote learner,  it is an important tool for the school 
to monitor students’ health and well being. In completing the screening, the school 
will not have to call to check on students who are in isolation or quarantine. New 
York State mandates schools to report symptoms and cases of both onsite and 
offsite learners daily.  
 
Why do siblings have to go or stay home when another sibling is sick? 
If a child is sent home from school or is presenting symptoms of COVID-19, then 
siblings are to remain home until a doctor clears the sick child to return to school 
or gives an alternate diagnosis than COVID-19. 
 
What precautions is the school taking to keep the spread of COVID-19? 
● Students remain 6 feet apart and wear masks 
● Interaction in less than 6 feet between teachers/students, student/student is 

under 15 minutes 
● Daily disinfecting, increased sanitizing/washing hands and windows are 

open for circulation 



● Staff, students and siblings presenting any COVID-a9 symptoms are sent 
home from school and can only return with a doctor’s clearance 

● Using the Pick Up Patrol App for daily health screenings 
● Daily Health Screenings of temperature for all staff 
● Daily temperature checks for all staff and students 
● Allowing only essential workers into the school building 
● Weekly consultation meetings 
● Keeping updated on daily briefings from Suffolk County and New York 

State Health Departments 
● Redesigning fundraisers for our school and “fun” raisers for students 
● Remote learning 
● Discouraging unnecessary travel 

 
Why is my child saying it is cold in the school building? 
Having adequate air circulation is now being viewed as more important than 
surface disinfection.  Windows will remain open in classrooms to continue to 
provide a safe environment for all.  If your child is cold, he/she is allowed to wear 
the gym sweatshirt and/or St. Patrick spiritwear sweatshirt.  Please know you do 
not have to purchase spiritwear- we do not want families to incur any added 
expenses unless it is their preference. 
 
Additional Notes 
Our consultant advised that children leave  their classroom and move to other 
rooms for specials or departmentalizing in other classrooms. We feel this is 
also important to motivate them for the remainder of the school year.  They 
will remain in the same cohort. We piloted the program in 5th grade and the 
students were overjoyed and continued to follow all safety protocols. 
 
All families should be following protocols for health and safety as we are still 
in a pandemic- wearing masks, social distancing, travel restrictions, washing 
hands and keeping anyone home who is not feeling well. 
 
Travel Guidance can be found on http://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/ 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 


